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ANNUAL    REPORT 

OF   THE 

BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 

FOR   THE   YEAR   1948 


Boston,  April  29,  1949. 

Hon.  James  M.  Curley, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Sir: 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  115, 
chapter  479  of  the  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended,  I  submit 
herewith  a  brief  report  of  the  activities  of  the  Building 
Department  during  the  year  1948. 

John  J.  Mahoney, 

Building  Commissioner. 
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Building  Department. 


Number  of  Documents  and  Fees  Received  by 
the  Building  Department  —  January  1  to 
December  31,  1948 


minor  alterations 


New  construction  . 

Alterations 

Elevator,  annual  tests- 
Amendments  . 

Sprinklers 

Night  elevator  tests 

Special  foundation 

Board  of  Appeal 

Boilers,  etc. 

Plumbing,  old 

Plumbing,  new 

Plumbing,  no  fee 

Gas  fitting,  old 

Gas  fitting,  new 
Gas  fitting,  no  fee 
Building  law  books 
Petit  law  books 
Elevator  licenses,  new 
Elevator  licenses,  renewal    . 
Elevator  licenses,  out  of  town 
Elevator  licenses,  new,  no  fee 
Elevator  licenses,  renewal,  no  fee 
Elevator  licenses,  duplicates 
Master  gas  fitter,  new    . 
Master  gas  fitter,  renewal    . 
Journeyman  gas  fitter,  new 
Journeyman  gas  fitter,  renewal 
Permission  to  inspect  plans  in  vault 
Certified  copies  of  documents      . 


Number 

Fees  Paid 

.   660 

$21,569  00 

.  8,421 

29,491  00 

,  2,124 

6,757  00 

453 

858  00 

139 

1,022  00 

56 

542  00 

29 

140  00 

217 

2,935  00 

415 

288  00 

2,658 

3,590  00 

306 

3,128  50 

289 

— 

5,963 

4,871  50 

45 

78  00 

300 

— 

617 

1,542  50 

— 

342  75 

1,565 

1,565  00 

4,885 

2,442  50 

2 

1  00 

29 

— 

160 

— 

49 

24  50 

149 

298  00 

507 

1,014  00 

119 

59  50 

713 

356  50 

241 

597  00 

99 

341  00 

31,210 

$83,854  25 

Summary  of  Examinations  and  Reports,  1948 

New  buildings 5,335 

Alterations 18,747 

Existing  buildings 1,252 

Boilers,  engines,  etc. 37 

Plumbing,  new 1,390 

Plumbing,  alterations 8,177 

Plumbing,  tests 1,007 

Gas  fitting  new 1,442 

Gas  fitting,  alterations 13,062 

Gas  fitting,  tests 6,273 

Egress 48,900 

Elevators 11,824 
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Sprinklers 

Stand  pipes 

Tests  of  both 

Zoning 

Plans    .....        

Special  form  applications 

Fires     

Gas  asphyxiations 

Building  accidents 

Complaints  made 

Finals 

Communications  acted  on 

Special  detail 

Complaints  referred  to  Law  Department  for  prosecu- 
tion   


3,850 

320 

1,576 

2,979 

2,220 

6,515 

863 

70 

34 

1,332 

2,939 

1,967 

895 

103 


C. 


D. 


E. 


F. 


Financial  Report,  1948  —  Expenditures 

A.  Personal  Service: 

1.  Permanent  employees    ....    $282,337  55 

2.  Temporary  employees    .        .        .        .        31,203  71 
4.     Other  departmental  work      .        .        .  200  00 

B.  Service  Other  than  Personal: 

1.  Printing  and  binding 

4.  Transportation  of  persons     . 

5.  Express  Charges 
12.  Bond  and  insurance  premiums 
14.  Motor  vehicle  repairs  and  care 
29.  Stenography  and  copying 
35.  Fees,  service  of  venires,  etc. 
39.  General  plant  .... 
42.  Miscellaneous  .... 


Equipment  : 

9.     Office        .... 
10.     Library     .... 
13.     Tools  and  instruments   . 
15.     Tires,  tubes  and  accessories 
17.     Miscellaneous  . 


Supplies: 

1.     Office 
11.     Motor  vehicle 
16.     Miscellaneous  . 

Materials  : 
10.     Electrical 
13.     Miscellaneous  . 


787  75 

5,379  65 

3  56 

22  50 

423  09 

194  88 

20  50 

86  73 

264  00 

210  89 

297  83 

25  32 

64  74 

10  80 

5,562  46 

144  96 

32  96 

16  02 

2  30 

Special  Items: 

7.     Pensions  and  annuities 


7,250  00 


Grand  total 


$334,542  20 


Building  Department.  5 

Appropriation $346,530  79 

Income $83,854  25 

Special  appropriation $90,429  10 

Buildings  taken  down 22 

Buildings  shored 14 

Expenditure $26,672  57 

Items  of  Interest 

Tallest  buildings: 

Custom  House,  495  feet 

John  Hancock  Life  Insurance  Building  —  475  feet  to  top 

of  lantern 
United  Shoe  Machinery  Building,  290  feet 
New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  Building 

Tower,  280  feet 
Ames  Building,  196  feet 
Sears  Roebuck  Building,  192  feet 
Tower  Building,  245  feet 
Post  Office  Building,  345  feet 
Court  House,  330  feet 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  Surgical  Building,  188  feet 

Covering  greatest  ground  area : 

South  Station,  1,467,522  square  feet 

Smallest  mercantile  building: 

212  State  street,  2|  stories  high,  4  feet  9  inches  front,  50 
feet  deep,  ground  area,  237^  square  feet 
Costliest  building: 

Storehouse,  Army  Supply  Base,  South  Boston 

Oldest  building: 

Paul  Revere  House,  1660 

Largest  garage  under  a  single  roof  in  the  world,  Motor  Mart 

General  Statistics,  1948 

On  January  1,  1948,  there  were  (estimated)  in  the  City  of 
Boston : 

Brick      and      other      fire-resistive 

buildings 45,433 

Erected  during  the  year    .        .        .  277 

45,720 

Taken  down  during  year      .     69 
Totally  destroyed  by  fire      .       0 

69 
Existing  January  1,  1949 45,651 
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Wood  buildings  . 
Erected  during  year 


.      93,281 
362 


Taken  down  during  year      .    144 
Totally  destroyed  by  fire      .       0 


93,641 
144 


Existing  January  1,  1949 


93,497 


Total  number  (estimated)  of  buildings  in  Boston 

on  January  1,  1949    .        .        .        .        .        .    139,148 


Board  of  Appeal 

The  Board  of  Appeal,  established  in  accordance  with 
section  117  of  chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as  amended, 
in  its  functioning,  may  vary  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
referred  to  in  specific  cases  which  appear  to  them  not 
to  have  been  contemplated  by  this  Act  although  covered 
by  it,  or  in  cases  where  manifest  injustice  is  done, 
provided  that  the  decision  of  the  Board  in  such  a  case 
shall  be  unanimous  and  shall  not  conflict  with  the 
spirit  of  any  provision  of  the  Act. 

The  following  is  a  statistical  summary  of  the  work 
of  this  department  for  the  year  1948. 


In  re  Building  Law  —  chapter  479,  Acts  of  1938,  as 
amended : 

75 


Appeals  received 
Appeals  withdrawn 
Appeals  pending     . 
Appeals  sustained  . 
Appeals  sustained  with  proviso 
Appeals  dismissed 


1 

6 

14 

31 

23 


In  re  Zoning  Law  —  chapter  488,  Acts  of  1924,  as 
amended : 

Appeals  received 162 

Appeals  withdrawn 13 

Appeals  pending 7 

Appeals  sustained 48 

Appeals  sustained  with  proviso 48 

Appeals  dismissed  .        .        .     .  .        .        .        .46 


Building  Department. 


Board  of  Examiners. 

The  Board  of  Examiners,  established  in  1913,  acts 
upon  applications  of  persons  desiring  to  be  registered 
as  licensed  superintendents  on  building  operations  in 
the  City  of  Boston. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  applications  acted  upon: 


New  licenses  and  reissues 
Renewals 


Approved  Rejected  Income 

490  74         $2,450 

2,050  0  4,100 


2,540 


),550 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 


PRINTING   DEPARTMENT 


